
Horticultural Qualities 
Ulmus parvifolia 

Lacebark/ Evergreen Elm/  
Chinese Elm 

 

Foliage: Semi-Deciduous 
Mature Height: 40’ - 60’ 
Mature Width: 40’ - 60’ 
Growth Rate: Fast 
Hardiness:  0-10 degrees F 
Exposure: Full Sun 
Leaf Color:  Deep Green 
Shade: Dense 
Flower Color:  Green 
Flower Shape: Nondescript 
Flower Season: Spring 
Thorns: None 
Propagation Method: Clone/
Seed 
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Ulmus parvifolia 
Lacebark/ Evergreen Elm/ Chinese Elm 



While not, strictly speaking, a desert native, Evergreen (or Chinese) Elm, Ulmus parvifolia, has been a 
part of western and southwestern landscape since the great American western migrations of the 19th 
century.  Its classic, upright form, ample shade and deciduous growth reminded early settlers of “home” 
while offering respite from heat and wind. From these beginnings Elms have become a landscape staple 
as streetscape, monument, screening and theme elements in commercial, municipal and residential land-
scape. They are recognized on an array of approved plant list and widely used and generally available. 
 
In 1928, Dutch Elm Disease was introduced into the United States in a shipment of logs from The Neth-
erlands. Over the next 50 years the disease made a slow march across North America, finally arriving in 
California in the mid 1970’s, decimating American Elms Ulmus americana. The introduction and spread 
of this disease lead to ambitious, aggressive research to find selections and species of Ulmus that exhib-
ited disease resistant or, at the least, tolerance. This research effort not only identified disease resistant 
species, like U. parviforlia, but encouraged breeding and selection programs that have brought to the 
landscape a wide array of Elm varieties (see partial list below). 
 
AZT has begun production of Evergreen Elms, initially in 25 gallon containers using commercially 
available varieties. In parallel we are initiating a research program that will lead to the production of a 
‘Variety AZT Evergreen Elm within the next few years. The standards of quality, uniformity, durability 
and beauty that have been the basis for all our ‘Variety AZT’ trees will be directed at this new effort. 
We cannot predict when we will bring this new Elm to market, but be assured that when we do it will be 
a worthy addition to our brand.  
 

 
 
 
  

Foster the development of a more dispersed root system and 
reduce the risk of wind throw by arranging irrigation emitters 
at varying distances from the trunk to encourage roots to 
"seek out" water and nutrients.  Irrigation emitter arrangement 
along with other information on irrigations practices for desert 
trees can be found at www.aridzonetrees.com and click on the 
FAQ link. 
 
Prune as needed to reinforce the structure and form of the 
tree. Periodic thinning is the most desirable method of prun-
ing. Avoid hedging or heading back desert species, as this will 
only stimulate excessive branching. Do not remove more than 
30% of the canopy during the summer as this can lead to sun-
burn injuries that can later be invaded by wood boring insects. 
Always use clean, sharp tools that are cleaned regularly in a 
10% solution of bleach. For detail pruning guide see 
www.aridzonetrees.com  and click on the FAQ interactive 
button. 
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